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Three individuals hang between heaven and earth, in the center was a righteous 
man, on either side a convicted criminal. Both of which are desirous of being saved. 
One spoke up quickly requesting if you are able to save let’s get this show on the 
road, and offered up his plan on how to save him; “get me off this cross”. The other 
doing more listening then speaking waited, then merely requested of Christ, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom! 
Two criminals hung beside Jesus on the cross. The first acknowledged him as 
Christ- and even said, save us. Yet there is no indication that this individual would be 
added to the Kingdom of God, which is made up of those repentant, receiving eternal 
life. 
By the way these two criminals represent all of humanity. The Second was an 
unworthy criminal also.  For all are unworthy of the gift of God eternal life. Romans 
3:23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. And Romans 6:23 tells us 
that: The wages of sin is death-(we are all heading for a death penalty sentence) but 
the gift of God is eternal life. Jesus is the gift of God from Father; Jn.3:16 For God so 
loved the world that he gave- he gave his one and only son-(this means that if you 
miss this one there won’t be another) that whoever believes on him will not perish 
but have life eternal. Acts4:12 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” 
Vs 40 form our text passage this second unworthy individual rebuked the first one –
saying “don’t you fear God” pointing at faulty thinking. Vs. 41 We are punished justly, 
for we are getting what or deeds deserve, but this man has done nothing wrong. This 
criminal confessed his sinfulness and acknowledges Jesus’ righteousness. 
The scriptures tell us that no one can come to Father unless the Holy Spirit draws 
them. Jn. 16:7-8 The Spirits job is to convict men of their sin. This unworthy criminal 
is convicted – not just by the judicial system but now also justly by the Holy Spirit of 
God. This conviction brings confession; we are getting what our deeds deserve. 
Secondly the Spirit will convince us of righteousness- no one we know has lived 
around, has ever lived without sin. So why would we be willing to accept that only 
Jesus did?  The Holy Spirit convinces us that beyond all odds, Jesus did- he lived a 
sinless life- we call this Faith.  Finally the Holy Spirit convicts man of a judgment to 
come. It is innate; it is written in our hearts that there will be a reckoning. We may not 
know when or where but all men know it’s coming. The only way to escape this 
judgment is to someway wipe away the account of our wrongs and silence any who 
might accuse us to Father. 
In 1 Jn. 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness. Only God’s spirit could convince you that you 
can be clean of all your sin. This unworthy criminal rather than wanting to hide as 
most men have since the beginning Adam-where are you. This criminal says 
“remember me”, when you come into your Kingdom- that is the place where Jesus 



rules where he will judge all men- “remember me”. 
Only God’s Spirit could convince an individual that Jesus will forgive and cleanse 
one for all unrighteousness, only a convinced individual could request to come boldly 
before the judgment set- and believe it to be the thrown of Grace! 
Jesus replied in vs. 43 today you will be with me in paradise- a place of further 
happiness also referred to as the garden of God. This repentant one when absent 
from the body was present with the Lord. 
You know if Jesus had died at a different time – executed in a different way his death 
would still have paid for our sins. But if hanged by the neck, or shot by firing squad or 
electric chair, none of this would have allowed for a long lingering agenizing death in 
which this conversation could have taken place and this unworthy soul be given 
another opportunity to believe. Jesus ‘suffering allowed for another opportunity for us 
to know, forgiveness. We will all be raised: John 3: 35 The Father loves the Son and 
has placed everything in his hands. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, 
but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them. 
He is risen: each and every person who has truly believed and placed their faith in 
Christ has risen with Christ some day they will receive their glorified bodies. This 
criminal that day was raised from death to be with Christ where he was. Is that where 
you want to be? 
	


