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48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and 
demon-possessed?” 
49 “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you 
dishonor me. 50 I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and 
he is the judge. 51 Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see 
death.” 
52 At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham 
died and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never 
taste death. 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the 
prophets. Who do you think you are?” 
54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you 
claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I 
know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his 
word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it 
and was glad.” 
57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 
58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 59 At 
this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from 
the temple grounds. 
Let’s just get beyond the whole demon possessed topic, concede that in v.49, Jesus 
states I ‘m not and you dishonor me and you will be judged one day. Let’s jump right 
into Jesus’ current claim, if he is not telling the truth here or is unable to deliver, all 
else in this passage is irrelevant. 
The text starts with opposition form the “Jew” It ends in verse 47 with Jesus' words: 
"Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them 
is that you are not of God." So they have already shown themselves deaf to the 
meaning of Jesus' words. His words only offend them. 
So now they  resort to the age old  battle plan of name calling.  And their attacks 
come in three main areas; racial, moral and spiritual. They call Jesus a Samaritan. 
This was a kind of racial slur with the innuendo that his real father was unknown 
(moral)  . And to make the insult clear, they said he had a demon (spiritual attack). 
So this is vicious opposition. It is amazing that Jesus continues to talk to them. 
But talk he does, he holds one last attempt to equip them for eternal  life. 
So Jesus finishes his response to their indictments like this (v. 51): "Very, Truly, I say 
to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death." Dismiss that they have 
gotten to the point where you are calling me a half-breed and demonized. Jesus 
holds out to them once more the gift of salvation. If you will keep my word, you will 
never see death. 
“He says, "If anyone keeps my word, he will never see death." What does that 
mean? In verse 52, The Jews repeat what he said with unbelief and change the word 
"see" to "taste": And Jesus doesn't correct them. 



So Jesus is saying, “If you keep my word—if you believe I AM,—you won't see 
death. You won't taste death. 
Let's see what else Jesus said: John 11:25–26. He says to Martha at Lazarus' grave: 
"I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall 
he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die." Do you believe 
this? Though he die, he never dies. 
I did a funeral last weekend, Yes, we die: "Though he die, yet shall he live." No, we 
don't die: "Everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die." Lazarus' body lay 
dead in the grave. But Lazarus was not dead. His body was dead. But he was not 
dead. He had not died. Let’s look at some other biblical examples: Samuel too, not 
dead-when Saul called. 1 San 28: 3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had 
mourned for him and buried him in his own town of Ramah. Saul had expelled the 
mediums and spiritists from the land. 
4 The Philistines assembled and came and set up camp at Shunem, while Saul 
gathered all Israel and set up camp at Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the Philistine army, 
he was afraid; terror filled his heart. 
Saul inquires of the witch of Endor (medium, spiritists –fortune teller), v.11-19 
11 Then the woman asked, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” 
“Bring up Samuel,” he said. 
12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out at the top of her voice and said to 
Saul, “Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!” 
13 The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid. What do you see?” 
The woman said, “I see a ghostly figure[a] coming up out of the earth.” 
14 “What does he look like?” he asked. 
“An old man wearing a robe is coming up,” she said. 
Then Saul knew it was Samuel, and he bowed down and prostrated himself with his 
face to the ground. 
15 Samuel said to Saul, (v.  3 dead, mourned and buried)   “Why have you disturbed 
me by bringing me up?” 
“I am in great distress,” Saul said. “The Philistines are fighting against me, and God 
has departed from me. He no longer answers me, either by prophets or by dreams. 
So I have called on you to tell me what to do.” 
16 Samuel said, “Why do you consult me, now that the Lord has departed from you 
and become your enemy? 17 The Lord has done what he predicted through me. The 
Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hands and given it to one of your neighbors—
to David. 18 Because you did not obey the Lord or carry out his fierce wrath against 
the Amalekites, the Lord has done this to you today. 19 The Lord will deliver both 
Israel and you into the hands of the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will 
be with me. The Lord will also give the army of Israel into the hands of the 
Philistines.” 
Even more important is the way Jesus says it in John 5:24: "Truly, truly, I say to you, 
whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not 
come into judgment, but has passed from death to life." Eternal life by definition—
cannot end. Believers do not see death; they also bypass judgment for their sins. 
(Ephesians 2:4–5). This new life is eternal life. In this new spiritual life, we are able to 
fellowship with God, know God, experience God, speak with God, hear from God 



through his word, Saints under the alter: Rev. 6: 9 When he opened the fifth seal, I 
saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of 
God and the testimony they had maintained. 10 They called out in a loud voice, “How 
long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and 
avenge our blood?” 
This fellowship that we enjoy with God cannot be ended. It cannot be broken. It is 
eternal. When our bodies die, we do not experience any break in our fellowship with 
God if in Christ. (Hebrews 12:23). 3 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are 
written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the 
righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, The life we 
have with Christ in God today, will be made perfect, it will never end. We will not see 
the end of it. And we will not taste the end of it, because there is no end to it. 
So when he promises in v. 51, "Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, 
he will never see death," that person will never see death! 
Edna, neighbor battling cancer; I wouldn’t feel right not fighting, but I would feel bad 
loosening this fight!   
Life after death:  we talked about Samuel, Now Lazarus and the rich man & Abraham 
Lk. 16: 19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived 
in luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with 
sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came 
and licked his sores. 
22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s 
side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, 
he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called 
to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’, Lazarus 
friend of Jesus, J at his grave  said  in a loud voice L. come forth, out he came, dead 
man listened, and obeyed.  Moses& Elijah Luke 9:30Two men, Moses and Elijah, 
appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. Elijah and Enoch: I put these last 
two in even though we all know they “did not see death”. Elijah went up in a chariot 
and Enoch-walk up to heaven. (365) 
Greatest Story ever told-you don’t have to die!!! 2 Corinthians 5:7-9 
7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 8We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. 
 9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or 
away from it. 
 
Imagine with me for  a moment that God likes you, He sent his some to show you 
how much if death was  the end of existence then why: 116:15 Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the Death of a Saint- 
Paul: I would not have you ignorant brother concerning those who have fallen 
asleep. In the story of Laz, and Rich man we see that all of humanity was created for 
eternity, and that the discussions made on this side, determine where one will spend 
eternity.   1 Thessalonians 4:15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we 
who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede 
those who have fallen asleep. 



 
53: "Who do you make yourself out to be?" Giver of eternal life-I AM!!! 
	


