
The first in the sermon series “Church Are You Listening?” by 
Pastor Timothy Corder 
 
When difficulties arise for a Christian, one of the best, usual and healthy responses 
is to look for some comparable experience within the Bible.  How did God deal with 
this kind of thing before? How many robbers have looked to the thief on the cross to 
find hope. 
An adulterer  have  look to king David to find hope. 
How many people who have denied Christ have looked to Peter to find hope. 
How many prostitutes have looked for hope to the story of Mary M. who washed 
Jesus’ feet with her tears and her hair? 
Crooked businessmen look to Zacchaeus for an example of true repentance and 
grace. 
The demonized people have hope in the Gadarene demoniac sitting in his right 
mind. 
Even murderers can find solace with Paul testimony. 
All these accounts have in common repentance followed by grace in time of need. 
When our lives are amess, which whose isn’t from time to  time,  we should look 
to  scriptures. We desperately want to see biblical examples of people like us who 
made it—broken, contrite, repentant, forgiven, renewed—sent on our way to 
freedom. 
When heartache Comes into the life of a Church's same thing.   
And it's the same with churches. At least that's the way I feel these days. I want to 
know if what has happened to us as a church has any precedent in Scripture. Are 
there stories of hope not just about people, but about churches? Is there hope for a 
church that has forsaken her first love? Is there a story in the Bible for churches to 
turn around? 
TEXT REV. 2:1-7 
What I want to do with the next 7 sermons is to look at the churches in revelation and 
see  if we can turn from destructive behavior and protect what we have that is 
worthy. I simply want to point us to the Bible where we find churches a little bit like 
us, and where we might find hope for BBC. 
The place is in Revelation 2–3 where the risen Lord speaks through John the 
revelator to the seven churches of Asia Minor. I read the letters again I see four of 
them were threatened by sexual sin, and Jesus told them that he had something 
against them, but that not everything they did was in vain. That's what grabbed me. 
Here we have four churches, and the Lord Jesus comes to them and says, "This you 
do well, but I have something serious against you—this you do not do well." 
And in this I have found hope. Let me show you what I mean. 
Jesus' Messages to the Seven Churches overview 
Two of the seven churches get only commendations from Jesus and no criticisms: 
the church at Smyrna (2:8ff.) and the church at Philadelphia (3:7ff.). One of the 
churches gets only criticism and no commendations: the church at Laodicia (3:14ff.). 
But four of the churches get mixed reviews. Jesus approves some things and he 
disapproves of others: the churches at Ephesus (2:1ff.), Pergamum (2:12ff.), 
Thyatira (2:18ff.) and Sardis (3:1ff.). Do you think we are a perfect church? Yeah, not 



quite, right, but let’s work on it! Agreed? 
Jesus calls for repentance and threatens terrible things if they don't. For example, 
to Ephesus: " . . . else I am coming to you, and will remove your lamp stand" (2:5); 
to Pergamum: "I will make war against them with the sword of my mouth" (2:16); 
to Thyatira: "I will cast her upon a bed of sickness . . . " (2:22); 
to Sardis: "If you will not wake up I will come like a thief and you will not know at 
what hour I come upon you" (3:3). 
These are all merciful warnings to wake the churches up. They are all mixed—not 
that there is any perfect church—but these are evidently so badly mixed that their 
very existence is threatened. Churches close by record numbers every year. One 
just a little ways down road has been in steady decline and will probably not make it 
through this year.   
Let's look how the Lord talks about the good and the bad of: 
The Church at Ephesus Whose talking: v. 1 one who holds the 7 stars in his rt. hand 
symbol of strength, and walks among the lampstands: Star angles (messenger) lamb 
stands the church- light to the world –generation. Tim S. in his prayer  Wednesday 
reminded us that God walked  among his people in the  desert. Deuteronomy 23:14 
14 For the Lord your God walks about in your camp to protect you and to deliver your 
enemies to you. Your camp must be holy, so that he will not see among you anything 
indecent and turn away from you. 
Vs.  2 I know your deeds,  works and perseverance. 
Definition of deed 
1 :  something that is done <evil deeds> 
2 :  a usually illustrious act or action :  feat, exploit <a hero's daring deeds> 
3 :  the act of performing :  action <righteous in word and in deed> 
 
Works: 1. exertion or effort directed to produce or accomplish something; labor; toil. 
Perseverance: 1. steady persistence in a course of action, a purpose, a state, etc., 
especially in spite of difficulties, obstacles, or discouragement. 
2. Theology. Continuance in a state of grace to the end, leading to eternal salvation. 
First Jesus says what he approves (Revelation 2:2–3, 6): 
2 I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot endure evil 
men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, 
and you found them to be false; 3 and you have perseverance and have endured 
many hardships for my name's sake, and have not grown weary . . 
Then Jesus says in verse 4 what he has against them: "But I have this against you, 
that you have left (forsaken, abandoned) your first love." 
So their hatred of evil and their vigilance against the deceptive false apostles and 
their perseverance is good. Jesus commends them for it. But all the while their 
deeds of love are drying up, and he holds that against them.  And offers this 
Remember – Repent – or be Removed 
The perfect sandwich; the good, the bad and not so bad! 
 6 Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
Jesus said he to hates the deeds not the person. [We'll see what these deeds are 
when we look at the church at Pergamum.] 
And the eternal hope: 7. Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 



churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, 
which is in the paradise of God. 
Church are you listening? Even if we have grown to forget the great love we had 
when we first believed, we can overcome. How by the blood of the lamb and word of 
the testimony. Rev 12:11 They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by 
the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from 
death. 
Remember how: the scriptures tell us that the Holy Spirit will bring to your 
remembrance all things pertaining to Jesus.  Our testimony both to ourselves and 
other to us how it used to be is of utmost value. Do you still love to tell the story even 
to those who know it best! Tell it so you can see how far you have fallen. If you have 
ever been more in love with Jesus then now; 
Repent: Do the things you did at first, take Him at his word? What did you do at first, 
abandon yourself to him? Sunny baptism.   
Or be removed; the church –its light from its place: of relevance, influences and 
impact. We cannot afford to lose this generation; the next would surely have little 
hope! 
v. 77 He who has an ear, let him hear and heed what the Spirit says to the churches. 
To him who overcomes [the world through believing that Jesus is the Son of God], I 
will grant [the privilege] to eat [the fruit] from the tree of life, which is in the Paradise 
of God.’ 
	


