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 June, you are a month of great promise 
and wonderment: graduations, weddings and 
the beginning of summer. June, with you 
comes new life to our congregation as well, 

as we will welcome a new baby in the Riojas 
family –scoot over Ronen, make room for little sister. In the Lewis 
family (Steve and Hillary Lewis that is), they too will be welcoming 
their first, also a girl. 
 BBC, with just a little of what June has to offer, I will say “don’t 
blink”; you could miss something very important. Just as soon as we 
get Memorial Day behind us we will be looking forward to the       
annual celebration of our graduates on the 12th June. The 19th brings   
Father’s Day, and don’t forget him if you are blessed to still have 
him around.  
 The 23rd of June is the MDO (preschool) graduation, and every 
year many of you show your support by both attending and            
assisting with the reception for the kids and their families. We have 
had several over the years who first attend through the MDO       
program but have stayed on to enjoy fellowship as members of BBC.  
Come and connect MDO with BBC, it can be an eternal connection.  

 Moving down the page of the calendar we see the 26th of June; 
Worship, with dress down attire, so we can, without delay, progress 
to Burke Lake Park for our annual Beginning of Summer All-Church 

Potluck Picnic. This event will launch our Impact Week of getting out 
and inviting our neighbors to join us for an eternity. We will once 
again be aided by an evangelist in how to share our faith without 
fear and with anticipation of souls coming to the saving knowledge 
of Jesus and Fellowship of the saints here at BBC.  
 I told you not to blink; it will be an exciting time to be part of 
what God is doing around here. The new Bible curriculum will be out 
for Sunday School (1 Samuel) and new studies with the Ladies Small 
group on Wednesday morning as well. With the new studies getting 
ready to start, it will be an excellent time for you if you have not 
been a regular part of one, to come out and enjoy the Word of God 
with other believers, who in sharing life makes all of our loads   
lighter.   
 God bless you all, and remember to encourage one another on to 
good works, to the glory of the one who saved you- Jesus.  
 

Love you,  

Pastor Timothy Pastor Timothy   
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  In May, the BBC men sponsored the    
Ladies Day Dinner and Cake Auction to         
support the  mission activities and organized a 
group of volunteers to support the 2016 Feed 
My Starving children (FMSC) Food Fight     
sponsored by the Northstar Church Network. 

The BBC Men  continue to be part of several in-house and out of 
house (outside of BBC walls) mission activities.   
 

Ladies Day Dinner and Cake Auction 
 The Ladies Day Dinner and Cake Auction was held on Saturday 
evening May 14th in the fellowship hall where approximately 70 
people attended.  The Ladies were served a meal prepared by our 
own in-house Chef Rick Rodriguez and assisted by the BBC men.  The 
menu was fresh garden salad, sliced roast turkey, a melody of fresh 
roasted vegetables and sweet potatoes casserole and dessert of 
strawberries served over pound cake with vanilla ice cream and 
whipped cream.  The entertainment of the evening was the auction 
of cakes, pies, and lawn service (Harry Finley) to replenish the BBC 
Men’s’ Wicker/Williams mission fund.  The Pastor and his assistants 
auctioned more than twenty cakes, pies, and services.  Thank you 
Braddockians and guests for your support of missions and    allowing 
the Men to prepare and serve all of you a wonderful meal to express 
our gratitude particularly to the Ladies for all the many good things 
you do all year long.  Thank you, Chef Rodriguez for the excellently 
prepared meals, and thank you to all of the BBC Men for a job  well 
done.  Congratulations to the 2016 Miss BBC Diane Carr! 
 

2016 Feed My Starving children (FMSC) Food Fight 
 The Northstar Church Network sponsored the 2016 Food Fight 
teamed with the Feed My Starving Children organization May 13th 
thru May 15th at the Dulles Expo Center.  The Northstar prayer was 
that 5,000,000 meals would be packed and receive donations of 
$1,000,000.00 needed to finance the weekend activities.  We had 33 
adults, youth and children (32 Braddockians and 1 visitor)             
representing BBC Friday night during the 7:30 pm to 10:00 pm    ses-
sion.  We helped, along with many others, put together 500,000 meal 
packs.  The BBC Men donated $1,000.00 from the Wicker/Williams 
missionary fund.  The prayers were answered for the weekend as 
5,044,464 were packed and are now on their way to feed precious 
children in Haiti, Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, and Guyana.  Praise 
God that we were part of this great effort.  As stated in      Proverbs 
22:9 “The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their 

food with the poor”.  All 33 of us were tremendously blessed by     
being a part of the 2016 Food Fight.  Let’s try to double the participa-
tion next year and have maybe 66 Braddockians! 
 

Graduates’ Breakfast 
The BBC Men invite all Graduates to attend the Annual Graduate 
Breakfast at the Springfield Hilton Hotel Houlihan’s Restaurant on 
June 12 at 7:30 am.  All graduates (High School, College, and Ad-
vanced College Degree) and their entire family are encouraged to   
attend the breakfast.  We will recognize all graduates.  If you received 
your degree after the 2015 breakfast celebration and were not  recog-
nized last year, please come .   

 See the dates below for upcoming events and please start      
gathering things for the YARD SALE: 
 

June     

Mon 6Mon 6thth    Monthly Meeting  at 7:00p.m. 
 

Sun 12Sun 12thth    Annual Graduate Breakfast at 7:30am  
           (breakfast honoring 2016 graduates) at the  
           Hilton Hotel Springfield/Houlihan’s Restaurant 
            across from Springfield Mall 
 

Sun 26Sun 26thth    Annual Church Picnic at Burke Lake Park   
           immediately following Worship  

 
July     

      NO Monthly Meeting 
 

Fri 8Fri 8thth     Yard sale preparation/setup 5:30 pm  
         (Pizza/Salad for Dinner) 
 

Sat 9Sat 9thth      Yard sale setup 5:30 am (Coffee/Donuts/Bagels) 
 

Sun 10Sun 10thth      VBS clean up and prepare for yard sale  
                following worship 

 

Monday thru Friday, 11Monday thru Friday, 11thth    --  1515thth   Vacation Bible School 
                                   1:30 pm to 4:30 pm 
 

God Loves You and So Do I! 
Keep the Faith! 

 

Dave Waters,Dave Waters,Dave Waters,   
President, BBC Men 

    

BBC MENBBC MEN  

 

 
          Dear Braddockians,  Dear Braddockians,   

 

“The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few.”  
Mitch, what does that have to do with what the deacons are 

doing?  As deacons, we are to support the ministry of the word and 
support the needs of the body….freeing the teachers and the pastor 
the needed time to prepare the message of God.  And I praise God 
for the job the deacons are doing by caring the needs of the body. 
 However, as a church we do not want to be so inward focused 
that we forget that there is a harvest that needs to take place in the 
world.  It begins with prayer.   We must have a burden for the lost 
knowing God is unwilling that any should perish but that all come 
to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

 So if you would have to push out with the Gospel….your oppor-
tunity is here.  Tim  Stockdale will leading a team of evangelists to 
help and support all those Braddockians who feel we need to go out 
to the multitudes.  Not only is the training available but so are expe-
rienced evangelists to assist those who have a desire for the gospel.  
Don’t miss out on your opportunity to comfort others as you have 
been comforted.   Plan on the 26th through the 29th of June to share 
the love of God with others.  You will not be disappointed when you 
make eternal investments. 
 Blessings to you this summer. 
 

Mitch Bennett Mitch Bennett   
and the Deacon Teamthe Deacon Team 

    

            DEACONSDEACONS  



Gear up for an over-the-top underground adventure!  
Ground kids in the rock-solid foundation of God’s love,  

a love that takes us through life’s dark times. 

July 11 - 15, 2016 
Mon.-Fri., 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

Don’t miss out on our  
Annual Church Picnic! 

Sunday, June 26 immediately following the service 
Burke Lake Park Shelter A 

Please bring a  

dish to share 

Register today! 
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China: The Next Great Christian NationThe Next Great Christian Nation  
  

by  Pierre Dimaculangan 
 

       Some of the greatest civilizations in history had their beginnings thousands 
of years ago. Egypt, Greece, and Rome usually come to mind, but those civilizations 
eventually came to an end, their hieroglyphs, cuneiform writings, and monuments 
left to the annals of history. Only one civilization has withstood the test of time,   
surviving and thriving for nearly 5,000 years: China. Since the beginning, China has 
been there, and it is still here, stronger than ever before. It is a civilization known 
for its flowering culture, profound philosophical insights, great monuments, and 
early achievements in science and invention, greatly admired by the likes of Marco 
Polo, Ibn Battuta, and Benjamin Franklin. 

      China has always been a religious and philosophical nation, known mostly for 
Buddhism, Daoism, and Confucianism. Daoism is as old as China itself, having begun 
merely as a philosophical tradition and school of thought until the introduction of 
false gods and idolatry where it no longer resembled its original message.            
Confucianism began in 500 BC as a set of moral philosophies concerning self-
cultivation, family values, politics and government. Buddhism is a foreign religion 
introduced to China from India over 2,000 years ago. By early medieval times, Islam 
was introduced from the Middle East. 

       What most people don’t know is that China’s FIRST religion was a             
monotheistic one. Studies conducted about this religion have discovered its striking 
resemblance to another Eastern faith: Judaism. Before the other religions, China 
worshiped and believed in one God whom they called “Shang Di” which means Lord
-on-High or Most High God. Christian scholars both Chinese and Western agree that 
Shang Di bears the same power, character, and nature as Yahweh, the God of the  
Bible. Numerous other clues in ancient Chinese culture have revealed that the      
ancient Chinese did indeed believe in the same God of the Hebrew people. Some of 
China’s greatest philosophers, Confucius, Mencius, Modi, Lao Tzu, and Sun Tzu have 
expressed their belief and adoration of Him. Today, Shang Di, whom the Chinese  
also call “Heaven”, is but a memory of the ancient past, an expression for “Higher 
Power” often associated with Daoist beliefs. 

        For centuries, Buddhism/ Daoism have dominated mainstream religion, 
Confucianism dominated state philosophy, and in some provinces, Islam has a    
foothold. Like Islam, Christianity was another Middle Eastern faith that had reached 
China before, but had since made an unnoticeable impact on the nation. It was not 
until after China’s Imperial Age had violently come to an end in 1911, that the   
country had become very ripe for the Gospel. Many Christians migrated to spread 
the good news of Jesus Christ. Dr. Sun Yat Sen, the founder of the Nationalist Party 
and China’s first president, was a born-again Christian. Their second president,    
political and military leader Chiang Kai-Shek was also a Christian! It seemed that 
China of the early 20th century was fast becoming Christian. However, in 1949, dark 
times arrived in China, and the Communist Party seized control of the country,   
leaving the defeated Nationalists to flee to Taiwan. 

       For decades during the 20th century, the Communist Party of China, under 
the leadership of Mao Zedong, has made attempts to completely extinguish religion 
from their nation in order to establish their atheist “Communist utopia”. More     
people have perished under Mao’s Cultural Revolution and Great Leap Forward 
than under Hitler’s regime and Stalin’s Soviet Russia. Fortunately, the CCP (Chinese 
Communist Party) failed to reach its goal. God had plans for the mainland. 

        Decades after the Mao era, China has opened up and has been prospering 
tremendously over the past thirty years. The Chinese people are experiencing far 
greater personal freedoms and economic opportunities than ever before. Every city 
glistens with gorgeous skyscrapers, expensive cars, and a booming hi-tech and pop 
culture. Despite this progress, underneath all the prosperity, many old wounds have 
yet to heal. The government continues to impose strict regulations on religion,     
especially upon Christianity where many community churches are continually     
harassed, bulldozed for “zoning violations”, and has its buildings’ crosses forcefully   
taken down from the steeples. Under the Chinese Communist government, the State 
reigns supreme over all other institutions and because they could not eliminate   
religion, they are trying to control it. This also means that the atheist Communist 
Party, via state-run churches, is in charge of ordaining their own pastors and priests 
– clergymen who have pledged their loyalty to the CCP above their faith in Jesus 
Christ. Because of this, many, many Christians in China have moved to underground 
churches where they can pray, worship, and study the Word of God without the 
damaging interference of an atheist government. 

           Today, China is the fastest growing Christian nation in the world with an 
estimated count of over 100 million believers, and is predicted to be the largest 
Christian nation in less than two decades. In fact, there are more Christians in China 
today than there are in the United States. In the West, Atheism, New Age                
Spirituality, and Islam are quickly on the rise but the Lord continues to build His 
church and increase the harvest in the ancient civilization of China. As persecution 
persists, we must remember to pray and send our love and support to our brothers 
and sisters who are so deeply passionate about their newfound walk and faith in 
Jesus. They continue to endure the hardships of being a Christian in a country    
dominated by an atheist government. 

              I’ve heard it said before that the greatest stimulator of the growth of 
Christianity is persecution, while the greatest killer of the Church is materialism and 
excess. After seeing many examples over the years across the world, I would have to 
say that this observation is fairly accurate. Perhaps the persecution and strict       
regulations in China are a blessing in disguise and has since caused Christianity to 
grow faster and faster, quickly transforming the world’s greatest population of 1.3 
billion to follow Jesus. The Chinese people are rediscovering their FIRST faith,     
having a  restored relationship with Shang Di through the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
Lord continues to work in China and the Truth that is Jesus Christ will reign          
supreme over any man-made institution. “Blessed is the nation whose God is the 
Lord.” (Psalm 33:12) 

Something good to know…! 
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 Some of you may already be aware of the     
below story of our son Colin's recent surgery, but 
for those who have not heard it, I share it in the 
hopes that it might provide some encouragement 

to some of your own challenges. 
The Lewis Family is beyond grateful with how the Lord has, yet 
again, proven Himself more merciful and loving to us than we        
deserve.  He's so very faithful to His Word.  On this past Mother's 
Day, as my wife Patricia and I wheeled Colin from the Pediatric ICU 
to his regular hospital room, we were truly grateful to our church 
family and others for the many prayers you sent up for him, and for 
us, as well.  It goes without saying that we are even more grateful 
that our merciful Lord answered those prayers. 
 We checked Colin into the hospital on the previous Wednesday 
evening for his Thursday morning scoliosis procedure that would 
involve the fusing of nearly all of the disks in his back.  On Wednes-
day night, I wheeled Colin to the van in one of his two wheelchairs.  
As I placed him inside, Patricia and I agreed that his second wheel-
chair might be more suitable, and I said that I'd instead load that 
one.  When I re-entered the house with wheelchair number one, 
however, I got caught up in the carrying of Patricia's suitcase, with 
other details concerning the following morning, with the plans to 
ensure our other three children were squared away for the next 
couple of days, etc.  I prayed once more for Colin and said my good-
byes as he and Patricia departed for Walter Reed.  Patricia called me 
later after she arrived at the hospital, and to my horror,  informed 
me that I'd forgotten to load the wheelchair.  She was unable to find 
one so late at night at the place where she had to enter the hospital 
from the parking garage, and thus had nothing to use to get Colin 
from the van, through the massive hospital, and into his room.  With 
no other options being apparent, Patricia began to carry our 75-lb 
16-year-old son, frequently stopping to lay him down and rest.  
Thankfully, a couple departing the hospital soon saw her and the 
husband sprinted off to get a chair from the main entrance area.  
When he returned with the chair, he was accompanied by a hospital 
employee who decided to come along after hearing that the chair 
was for a boy scheduled for surgery the following day.  When the 
hospital employee saw Colin, she asked: "Does he have cerebral  
palsy?"  Patricia acknowledged that he did, and the employee then 
asked about the procedure he was there to undergo.  When Patricia 
explained about the scoliosis surgery, the woman excitedly shared 
that she has a 14-year-old brother who also has cerebral palsy, and 
who also underwent the same surgical procedure that our Colin 
would have the following morning.  She shared with Patricia how 
well the procedure had worked for her brother.  She then accompa-
nied Patricia to the area where they would spend the night and 
loved on Colin so much.  He was absolutely comfortable, and         
Patricia felt so much better hearing the woman's comforting and 
encouraging words.  The hospital employee then promised to look 
in on Colin if he was still there the next time she had to work.  We 
never saw her again while Colin was in the hospital, but I hope to 
one day be able to personally thank her for her kindness.   
 When Patricia called me that night and told me what occurred, I 
immediately recognized that this encounter was not "by chance," 
and was not a coincidence.  Earlier, I felt just awful that I'd forgotten 
to load the wheelchair into the van, and couldn't fathom how I'd 
managed to forget it.  It just seemed to make no sense.  I'd never   
before forgotten to load Colin's chair in advance of countless other 
procedures and appointments, shopping trips, church, family         
outings, etc.  But upon reflection, it really makes all the sense in the 

world.  It seems that, if Colin had simply been wheeled into the    
hospital in his own wheelchair with no issues or fanfare, the          
encounter with the kindly employee would not have occurred.  Just 
as they always do, things happened exactly as they were supposed 
to.  Initially, to Patricia and I, the matter seemed to be a bad            
situation that had devolved into a worse one.  The mental image I 
had of my wife having to carry Colin down those long hallways in 
search of a wheelchair hurt my heart, but God was firmly in control 
and, after first relieving Patricia of a physical burden, He then merci-
fully relieved our entire family of an emotional one.  I'm reminded 
that in all things, God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose.  This describes our Colin 
to a "T," and I believe that our merciful Lord was working through 
people to provide Colin (and his parents) a measure of comfort that 
everything was going to be just fine.  That's certainly the way we all 
felt the night prior to his surgery - and is the way that we still feel 
today.  The few lingering concerns that I had about the procedure or 
its aftermath just faded away once I was able to observe that the 
Lord "showed up." 
 The following morning (Thursday), Colin had his surgery.  I'll 
spare you the details of the procedure, except to let you know that 
everything went off without a hitch.  It took about 12 hours:  2 hours 
to prep, 9 hours to operate, and another hour or so to close Colin up.  
There was much blood loss (twice his body's volume); he was     
dealing with much pain for a few days.  He also spiked a few fevers, 
but all of this was expected, and the important thing is that he did 
not have to deal any infection, rejection, etc.  On Mother's Day Sun-
day, we happily moved Colin from the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit 
and into his own room.  As we did so, members of the ICU team 
shared comments about what they described as Colin's "mutant-
like" healing factor because he's doing so incredibly well.  On    
Thursday, May 12, just seven days after his horrific surgery, Colin 
was  discharged from the hospital and came home.  What a celebra-
tion we had!  Although still a bit groggy from medication, he was 
smiling from ear to ear when he re-entered the home he loves so 
much, able once again to take part in the antics of the Lewis family 
circus.  Some of you were there on the first Sunday Colin was able to 
come to church since his surgery.  There he was: smiling and sitting 
taller and straighter than we've ever seen him sit before.  And, not 
wishing to waste any of the time that God has given him, he was 
again singing praises to the Lord as loudly as he was able during the 
praise and worship portion of the service.  Fresh from surgery, and 
already putting most of us to shame in the praise department.       
 
   To God be the glory for the things He has done!     
  

      James Lewis 

 

SPECIAL FEATURESPECIAL FEATURE  

Congratulations 
Graduates! 

Another MASTER’S DEGREE 
 

James Lewis 
 
 

COLLEGE DEGREE 
 

William Bennett 
Jean Jacques Engelbrecht 

HIGHSCHOOL DIPLOMA 
 

Nathanael Bennett 
Ian Lewis 

Mikayla Robinson 
Ally Weaver 

 
 

JUNEJUNE  

BirthdaysBirthdays  

   1   John Short 
 

  2      Harry Finley  
 

   4    Myrthala  Aguero  
      Seth Waters 
      Samantha Miller   
 

   5    Jim Jondrow   
 

   7   Chung Ahn  
      David Corder  
 

 15    Richard Hood  
 

 19    Rosemarie Dunn  
 

 
 

 21   Hope Collier   
      Jason Williams  
      Juliana Tubi  
 

 22   Noah Robinson  
      Terry Stockdale  
 

 23   Caroline Short   
 

 24   Jo Ann Hatfield 
 

 25     Mike Marshall  
 

 26   Eliseo Rodriguez  
 

 27   Bronson Rodriguez  
 

 29   Amanda Weaver  

AnniversariesAnniversaries  
12   Hector & Cristina Riojas 
15   Robert and Marcia Daniels 
18    Carol & Harry Finley  
27     Loretta and David Freeman  
28   Brenda & Eliseo Rodriguez  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

May 29 30 31 1  10am Women’s  
          Bible Study 
6:30pm Prayer Meeting 
       & Bible Study  
7:30pm Choir  & Praise 
       Team  Rehearsal 

2 3 
4pm  Exercise  
6pm  First Friday  
         Fellowship 
         Outreach & PEG 

4 
10:00 am   ESL classes  
12: 00 pm. GED class  
 

5 
Sunday School  9:45am 
Worship Service 11am 

6 
4pm  Exercise  
7pm Baptist Men’s  
        Meeting 

7 
7pm  Properties  
     Committee Meeting 

8   10am Women’s  
          Bible Study 
6:30pm Prayer Meeting 
       & Bible Study  
7:30pm Choir  & Praise 
       Team  Rehearsal 

9 10 
4pm  Exercise  

11 
10:00 am   ESL classes  
12: 00 pm. GED class  

12 
Graduates’ Breakfast 
Sunday School  9:45am 
Worship Service 11am 

13 
4pm  Exercise  

14 15   10 am Women’s  
            Bible Study 
6:30pm  Prayer Meeting 
         & Bible Study  
7:30pm Choir  & Praise 
       Team  Rehearsal 

16 17 
4pm  Exercise  
6:30pm Outreach & PEG 

18 
10:00 am   ESL classes 
 12: 00 pm. GED class  

19 
Father’s Day 

Sunday School  9:45am 
Worship Service 11am 

20   Summer Begins 
4pm  Exercise  
7pm Deacons’ Meeting 

21 22   10am Women’s  
          Bible Study 
6:30pm Prayer Meeting 
       & Bible Study  
7:30pm Choir  & Praise 
       Team  Rehearsal 

23 
MDO Graduation, 11am 

24 
4pm  Exercise  
MDO’s last day of school 

25 
ESL & GED classes  
(closed for the Summer) 

26 
Sunday School  9:45am 
Worship Service 11am 
Annual Church Picnic  
  at BURKE LAKE PARK 
Dress down Sunday 

27 
4pm  Exercise  

28 29    10am Women’s  
          Bible Study 
6:30pm Prayer Meeting 
       & Bible Study  
7:30pm Choir  & Praise 
       Team  Rehearsal 

30 July 1 2 

Featured Bridge:  WOODEN PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE in Jordan Pond, Acadia Park , Maine.  The water in this pond is a water source and  the cleanest in all of Maine. 

A NA NEWEW  SSONGONG  by  Elizabeth Philblad 
 

The Marriage CovenantThe Marriage Covenant  
 

 We shall delve into what constitutes a Biblical marriage  covenant 
with God.  Part 1 of the series shall lay the ground work for future articles 
on “Marriage Covenant.” 
 We have covenant with Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior of our life.  
Through the shedding of His blood for us, we in essence have a marriage 
covenant with Him.  Christ is the Bridegroom, the head of the Church.  We 
as BAB (Born Again Believers), are the Bride to be found without spot or 
wrinkle.  All parts of the body are relevant whether toe, knee, ear, etc.  
Yet, fitly joined together are to function as “one” for the glory of God.  
Same holds true in the marriage covenant between man and woman.  
They then are not “two” individuals but become “one,” standing in the 
presence of God.   
 Our society has statistically proven an increase in receiving             
psychiatric care.  Is there a common thread with the increased demand?  
Let us go back to the home life of these individuals which are comprised 
of father, mother, and children.  Though many families exist with a single 
parent present, what toll has this taken on the lives of far too many to 
count not only nationally but worldwide?  We note tensions and            
disharmony contribute to the strain and   placing at risk for demise any 
marriage.  Some contemporary sociologists are passively claiming this as 
the inevitable.  Surely these pronouncements cannot be written off as 
“advanced” state of social process. 
 Let us proceed to receive some Biblical insight what is involved in a 
marriage covenant.  Ephesians 5:21-32 starts with explaining the        
marriage covenant as a “mystery.”  These verses provide insight into the 
responsibilities contained within the bonds of matrimony.  Verse 21     
begins:  “Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.”  If 
there is not reverence for God, how can one revere the other within the 
confines of God’s mandates?  The great mystery is concerning Christ and 
the church.  The references swing back and forth between man and wife 
and Christ and the church—a sort of comparative analogy, if you will. 
 Malachi 2:13, 14 Israel’s failure to God is not religion.  They are 
spending plenty of time at the altar weeping and praying.  Israel’s failure 
is found in the end of verse 14-“though she is…your wife by covenant.”  
The Israelites were determining when they would initiate and when they 
would terminate a marriage on their “own” terms.  Through this they lost 
their sanctity, strength, harmony, and stability.  Today’s view on covenant 
marriage could be considered parallel to Malachi’s day.   
 Jesus had a conversation, a teaching on marriage with the  Pharisees 
in Matthew 19:3-9.  Verse 6 emphasizes the man and woman becomes 
one flesh.  Remember, when in attendance for a marriage ceremony you 
will hear, “what God has joined together, let no man separate.”  The Phari-
sees even prodded Jesus on the bill of divorcement going back to the time 
of Moses.  Jesus emphasized   except for acts of    immorality, there should 
be no divorce.  Today, there is an expanded definition for divorce based 

on physical abuse, child molestation, etc. 
 In the O.T., marriage is based on          
covenant relationship.  Judaism was under-
mining God’s plan.  Judaism viewed         
marriage as “horizontal”—man and woman.  
With God’s personal relationship with man 
and woman, His proactive involvement with 
creation, man and woman became as “one.”  
They are to have a “vertical” relationship 
with God, their Creator and the “horizontal-
”both are relevant. 
 Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 is allegorical in its presentation of the “three 
stranded cord.” These verses shall show us the difference between the  
Judaism view of marriage, i.e., “horizontal.”  God’s personal, integral       
relationship within the marriage covenant is both “horizontal” and 
“vertical” which shall be presented.  Verses 9-11 explain the Judaism 
“horizontal,” human plane between man and woman, “two together.”  
Verse 12 provides not only the “horizontal” but adds to it the “vertical” 
with the inclusion of God.  “The cord of three strands” illustrates marriage 
at the time of its conception in the garden.  A bond was formed between 
God, man, and woman.  Adding God to the marriage covenant equation is 
very significant in all of its implications.  This pattern for the marriage  
covenant  established in the garden holds true today for believers through 
their faith in Christ Jesus.   
 The truths related to a marriage covenant begin with reverential      
fear of God.  To understand the God-given principles within a marriage 
covenant, man and woman must be…even to the point of…at times making 
strenuous efforts in the presence of Almighty God.  This goes back to  
Proverbs 2:4 when the couple is desirous of discernment and understand-
ing.  This search requires time and study of the Word.  This time needs to 
turn into a labor of love for a blessed outcome, covered in much prayer, 
and patience with each other and…even with God.  God does the miracu-
lous but sometimes He wants us to grow a bit more.  The pruning process 
taking place with both husband and wife can be very challenging to say the 
least. (Isaiah 48:10) 
 To understand relationship with God, one must understand   covenant.  
We have the New Covenant through the shedding of the blood of Christ 
Jesus.  Jesus obeyed Father, Jesus was the sacrificial lamb, and mankind, 
the recipients of redemption and promise of resurrection-eternal life.  
Christ was the second Adam; therefore, no further sacrifices were needed 
to redeem mankind. (John 14:6)  In the O.T., Genesis 15:7-18 and Jeremiah 
34:18-20, making covenant with God had the same basic principles         
applied.  It required the sacrificing of an animal.  Death, shedding of blood 
had to occur first.  The covenant draws us to this somber revelation:  I will 
no longer live for myself but I will live for you. 
 

- to be continued - 
 

Fan the flames 

   

I will no longerI will no longerI will no longer   
   live for myselflive for myselflive for myself   

   but I will but I will but I will    
live for you...live for you...live for you...   

 FATHER’S DAY — more than a day 

Father’s Day was first observed in America in 1910. In 1923 the third Sunday of June  
was set as the official day, and in 1924 President Coolidge recommended its national  
observance. Today it has a fixed place in the calendar of special days in our country.  
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