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General Intro: It is my greatest privilege and honor to preach from the word of God 
especially on the international Sunday of Braddock Baptist church. I thank Pastor 
Tim and the Church for giving me this opportunity. 
 
As I was thinking, what to preach, I could not find a better person or book than 
Daniel. Daniel was an international in a foreign land with God’s mission. As a 
captive, Daniel’s life could influence the life of a king. Today we are going to see that 
impact which transformed a whole nation. 
 
In another sense, we Christians are internationals (elect exiles) on this earth (foreign 
land) because we are not for this world, we are only walking through this world for a 
temporary time to another world, or to eternity (heaven). 
 
Scripture Intro: Once I was in a mattress shop checking different kinds of mattresses. 
The sales person was trying to sell me, one of the expensive mattresses and told me 
“Sir on this mattress you need only 6 hours of sleep and then you will have a 8 hours 
rest. “During that time you will have a peaceful sleep like a baby”. Then I told him he 
can give me something which I can sleep 4 hours and get 8 hours of rest so that I 
can work for 4 more hours to pay for his mattress. 
 
In today’s world People are trying to sell many concepts and commodities for a 
peaceful life. But most of the time they are not real. Today I would like to take your 
attention to a king who could understand what true worship and real peace is. 
 
Scripture Reading: Please turn with me to Dan 6:25-28, I am reading from ESV. 
 
This is the Holy and inerrant Word of the Lord. 
25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all 
the earth: “Peace be multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree, that in all my royal 
dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the living 
God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall 
be to the end.27 He delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven 
and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.”28 So this Daniel 
prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
 
May the Lord bless us with the reading and hearing of His Holy word. 
 
Prayer: 



 
Background: 
The book of Daniel takes place from B.C. 605 to 530, bridging both the Babylonian 
and Persian kingdom’s rule over Judea and Jerusalem.  Daniel is one of the most 
important books of the Bible to understand.  Daniel connects the Old and New 
Testaments. Through Daniel, God revealed the exact date, month and year of 
Messiah’s death (Christ) and events leading to His return. 
Daniel was a contemporary of Ezekiel and Jeremiah, all three being in Jerusalem 
when Daniel and his friends were taken captive to Babylon. The great message of 
Daniel is- God is always control. The nations are subject to the will of God, not the 
will of man, and God will preserve His people through the trouble. 
Immediate context 
Let us look to the immediate context: 
Daniel’s miraculous deliverance from the Lion’s den made a great impact on king 
Darius life.  As I was meditating on these passage one thought came to me like this: 
Why did God allow putting Daniel in Lion’s den. When we look into the background of 
the story, now Daniel is around 80 years old. When he was 15 he was called for 
God’s mission. We know the character of Daniel. How many times he stood for 
God’s glory. Dynasty after dynasty he proved his unadulterated faith. So did God put 
Daniel in the lion’s den for Daniel or Darius? 
 
I think, as a Christian, from our Childhood we are familiar with the story of Daniel in 
Lion’s Den. How can that story make a twist in our personal life? Today I would like 
to ask you to change the characters of this story. Can you be Daniel? Lion’s den is 
your day to day challenges of life (Testing area). The administrators are adversaries 
of your work place. Darius can be your earthly boss.  You are the scapegoat, God 
wants to use for His glory. What is the outcome? 
 
When I replaced myself in the story then I could see God’s sovereign plan more 
clearly in our lives . God could have prevented many dens in my life. But by allowing 
me to be there, the Lord received greater honor. 
 
When we come to the last session of Daniel 6, we see the public testimony of King 
Darius that was influenced by his international friend Daniel. His friend’s life could 
impact him with a new faith. Let us look at that impact.   
 
So I have given the title as ‘Peace be multiplied ’. King Darius is giving a public 
testimony to the nation regarding the truth he understood from Daniel’s life. That 
completely changed the king’s worship. Now he is asking everyone to worship the 
true God. 
I have divided today’s scripture into four different sessions. To make it easy to 
remember, I made four ‘D’s (Declaration, devotion, deliverance and dedication). 
 
Darius made a declaration to all nations (V.25) 
25 Then Darius the king wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every 
[r]language who were living in all the land: “May your [s]peace abound! (May peace 



be multiplied on you) 
At first we see king Darius make a public declaration as part of his worship. 
 
 Always the public testimony comes from a strong conviction of faith. I will say this is 
the faith declaration of the king. 
 
In OT times the kings had absolute power over their people (5:19), so they could 
impose whatever they wanted on their people. After executing all the false accusers 
of Daniel, the king is issuing a decree to follow Daniel’s God. 
 
In Dan 6:7-9,  the king issued a decree that he is god. But now he has come to the 
conviction of the true God, through the life of Daniel. He is giving his public 
testimony. God could have kept Daniel out of the lions’ den, but by putting him and 
rescuing him from the lions den, God received greater glory. 
 
Have you ever thought of the lion’s appetite in the den? In ancient times, the animals 
in the den were not fed often great amount of food, so that their appetite would be 
great in case there was to be an execution. 
 
Dear friends, God may use you and I in the lion’s den to change lives of self elevated 
gods of this world and teach them to give worship to the true God. 
 
Let us look at king Darius. He is writing an official order (decree) to all people in his 
kingdom. He wrote that men from every nation and language should follow Daniel’s 
God. 
 
King Darius had written ‘May your peace be multiplied to you’. He is not just simply 
writing from a general understanding. He is writing after a clear conviction.  In 
today’s world the most demanded need is peace. The king understood that the true 
peace can come only through a true God. 
He had a sleepless night when his friend was put in the lion’s den. Early mooring he 
went to the den and cried in anguish. Then he heard the voice of Daniel, “my God 
sent his angel and he shut the mouths of the lions”. What a great story. The king had 
a sleepless night in his palace and Daniel slept like a baby in the lion’ den. 
 
What gives us better sleep, our place of security or the place with God’s presence? 
Dear friends,   John 14:27, Jesus said, Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not 
be afraid. 
 
 
After the declaration of his worship now he moves to devotion. 
 
 
Darius made devotion to Daniel’s God (vv.26) 
26 I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear 



before the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall 
never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end. 
The king’s worship of a true God is moving to all nations. Now he is asking everyone 
to make devotion to a living God. 
 
He is writing that you (all internationals and nationals) also need to devote to the 
God of Daniel. Wow, what a testimony from an international. When we look into this 
statement we get the notion that a single person’s devoted life for His God, made a 
big political twist. Daniel’s exemplary life and faith leads the nation to follow his God. 
 
How about us today? Can someone say by looking at our life that they want to follow 
our God? (The God of Kevin or Debbie…) 
 
Then in the second part of this verse the king gives the reasons for devotion to 
Daniel’s God. What are the reasons he makes? 
 
Daniel’s God is alive.   
 
How did Darius understand that? Because he had seen it the previous night in that 
lion’s den. 
 
Dear friends sometimes God allows you and I to be in the lion’s den to show the 
power of God in others life. Remember that your God can be alive thorough your life. 
Can the pagans around us see a living God through our life? 
 
2Pe 1:2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and 
of Jesus our Lord. The real peace comes through the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
 
If you don’t have that knowledge this is the time…! (talk about how can we have that 
knowledge) 
 
1 Peter 2:5, you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a 
holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 
The function of the living stones is to “declare the praises” of Him who called us out 
of the darkness of sin into the light of life and glory. This is the “job description” of a 
living stone (a believer), he or she should be a declarer of truth and love and light, 
both by our words and the life we live before others in the world. 
 
Here in this story king Darius’s perspective of God changed into a new dimension 
after seeing a lively experience through his friend’s life. That brought an everlasting 
peace in his life that transformed him to a new level that changed his worship life. 
 
 
Daniel’s God gives deliverance   (v.27) 
 



Third reason the king is giving to worship Daniel’s God is that He can give 
deliverance from sorrows of life. 
27, He delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, 
he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.” 
In this verse Darius certifies that Daniel’s God is an action God. Darius is telling his 
nation you need to worship the true God because He is there when you call. 
Today when we face emergencies in our life we call 911. As a Christian we can call 
on Him for our action center.   
Ps 91:15. When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will 
rescue him and honor him. 
He gives three action verbs and the reasons. Because Daniel’s God delivers, 
Daniel’s God rescues and Daniel’s God works miracles not only on earth but in 
heaven. Daniel’s God did it even the previous night. 
What kind of deliverance are we looking for today? 
Today many need deliverance from the guilt and penalty of sin: the illustration of this 
is in Luke 18:9-14, and the promise is in Acts 13:38-39. 
Luke’s passage records our Lord’s, parable of two men, a Pharisee and a publican. 
They are types of men and women today. Both were sinners and both were guilty 
before God (Romans 3:23, all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God). The 
Pharisee, however, thought that God would accept him because of his supposed 
goodness (verses 9-12). There is absolutely no hope of deliverance from sin’s 
penalty on the grounds of anything good in ourselves (Romans 3:20 Therefore no 
one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the 
law we become conscious of sin.; Ephesians 2:8-10 For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by 
works, so that no one can boast.; Titus 3:5he saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,). The only way to be delivered from the 
penalty of sin is to look to Jesus and trust in His work on the cross. This is indicated 
in the publican’s prayer (verse 13). He prayed, “”God, have mercy on me, a sinner””. 
What was the result? , verse 14 he went home as justified. Here is the promise for 
you and I, Acts 13:38-39 (“Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through 
Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who 
believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the Law of 
Moses.) 
 
What a great miracle? I would say the great miracle is justifying our sins. 
 
Today people are seeking deliverance from different areas of life. 
 
Deliverance from the power of evil: the illustration of this is in Romans 7:18-25, 
nothing good  dwells in me and the promise is in Romans 6:14, for sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not under the law. 
Deliverance from temptation: the illustration of this is in Genesis 39:1-23, Joseph 
flees from the temptation,   and the promise is in 1 Corinthians 10:13, God will not let 
you be tempted. 



 
Deliverance from gripping fear: the illustration of this is in Psalm 34:4, I sought the 
Lord and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears and the promise is in 
Proverbs 1:33.whoever listens to me will dwell secure. 
 
Deliverance from depression and loneliness: the illustration of this is in 1 Kings 19:1-
15, depressed situation of Elijah, and the promise is in Isaiah 41:10, fear not I am 
with you.) 
Our God still deliver His people 
 
Ps 34:7, The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and he 
delivers them. 
How many of you believe in miracles? What is the purpose of miracles in Christian’s 
life? 
Today many people desire miracles from God. Christian life is They want God to 
perform miracles to prove Himself to them. When God performed amazing and 
powerful miracles for the Israelites, did that cause them to obey Him? No, 
From the story of Daniel’s life, the miracles was to bring glory to God. 
Let us look at the last ‘D’ 
Daniel’s dedication led him to Success (v.28) 
28 So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian. 
As we come to the last point of this session v.28, we see the dedication of Daniel’s 
life leading him to spiritual prosperity. What was the secret of Daniel’s prosperity? 
 
It has been suggested that since Darius was 62 year old when he took Babylon 
(5:31), he may have died within a few years, then Cyrus ascended the throne. 
Whatever the situation, Daniel was respected by Darius and Cyrus and continued to 
be a witness for the Lord. In 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 and Ezra 1:1-4, shows that 
Daniel lived to see Cyrus issue the edict that permitted the Jews to return to their 
land and rebuild their temple. 
 
This closing verse concludes the story of Daniel’s life and puts his experience in the 
lion’s den into a broader context. It reminds us that Daniel’s entire life was spent in 
exile in a metaphorical lion’s den. Yet God preserved him alive and unharmed 
throughout the whole of that time, enabling him to prosper under successive kings 
until the time of King Cyrus, when his prayers for Jerusalem finally began to be 
answered. 
 
The relationship between God and Daniel was consistent. Daniel from his childhood 
loved God with all his heart and soul. Jesus expressed this attitude to his disciples, 
Mathew 22:37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.’. 
From Daniel chapter 1 to 6, when Daniel was first brought to Babylon with other 
Hebrew boys at the age of 15 now when he is in the lion’s den at the age of 85 
years, he kept his faith in consistent way. 



 
He worked with three kings (Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon, Darius under Medo-Persia 
and Cyrus). Being the chief of three presidents which held rank over 120 princes and 
other counselors, Daniel's faith was the most apparent. 
 
At this last verse we see Daniel as a successful person. Daniel had a consistent faith 
in the creator. Daniel never compromised with his worship. Wouldn't it be wonderful if 
all Christians today influenced others in the same way? 
 
Ps.1:3, He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season 
 
What do you want take home from this message today. You may be that person in 
the Lion’s den. Remember whether we face the fiery furnace or the roaring lion (1 
Pet 5:8-10), we are in the Lord’s care and He will work out His divine purpose for His 
glory. 
 
Look at another international in the Bible, Joseph 
 
Jacob looked at Joseph and saw a good son! 
The ten brothers looked at Joseph and saw a useless dreamer! 
The travelers looked at Joseph and saw a slave!! 
Potiphar looked at Joseph and saw a fine servant!! 
Potiphar's wife looked at Joseph and saw a potential boyfriend! 
The prison officers saw in Joseph a prisoner! 
How wrong were all of them! 
God looked at Joseph and saw a Prime Minister of Egypt in waiting!! 
 
Don't be discouraged by what people see in you!! 
Be encouraged by what God sees in you!! 
Never underestimate the person next to you because you never know what the Lord 
has deposited in that person. Remember David got the anointing of becoming a King 
while he was a simple child herding sheep. Esther was a simple orphaned girl yet 
she was a Queen in waiting. Our God is the potter and we are the clay. Keep waiting 
for His time. 
 
Righteous stands for ever- 1 Pet 5:7, Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares 
for you. 
 
Conclusion: Let me conclude in this way…! 
 
Let us pray. 
	


