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2nd week of Advent! 
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you 
of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid. 
28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved 
me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 
29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will 
believe. 30 I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He 
has no hold over me, 31 but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the 
Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 
“Come now; let us leave. 
Amazingly just hours before Jesus was crucified he was concerned for the peace 
and the joy and the foundational belief of his followers. The setting of the passage is 
the upper room, where Jesus was having Passover with his disciples. He is getting 
ready to adjourn the upper room meeting and go down to the garden, where he will 
meet up with His betrayer Judas, and the guards who accompany him.  He is about 
to be arrested, tortured and led to his crucifixion. Yet his over-whelming concern is 
for his disciples: peace and joy and overall belief.   
27. Peace. “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, and do not be afraid.” Also 28b. Joy. 
“If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the 
Father is greater than I.” 29. Believe. “And now I have told you before it takes place, 
so that when it does take place you may believe.” 
This is not the thoughts of a baby in a manger, not even where most of us our as 
adults who know we are facing sufferings, but Jesus is aiming at strengthening His 
followers all the way to you and me. I want you to have peace. I want you to be full of 
joy. I want you to believe in what I do, with unshakable faith. I want you to have the 
kind of peace that I give, not the world. The kind of joy that I give is a Joy full of glory. 
The kind of faith, which a repentant thief had, while hanging out with Jesus on a 
cross, so to say remember me in your kingdom. This is not the end but a glorious 
new beginning! 
What do you think when you hear that the Lord of all creation spent his last night 
before arrest, building peace and joy and faith into the hearts of his disciples, do not 
let your hearts be troubled, Jesus said. 
Pick your catastrophe, ripped from the front pages of our newspaper, or our own 
personal loss. Don’t let this be a time devoid of the peace of Jesus Christ, and the 
joy of Jesus, and the abiding belief in Jesus. 
25 and 26: “25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.” 



He promised teaching and remembrance. And he promised teaching. “He H.S. will 
teach you all things” all the things needed to give a true interpretation of what Christ 
had said and done, and who he is. 
Years later John is remembering and he is teaching. And he is doing it for the sake 
of our peace and joy and belief. Be amazed that we have these accounts. Ask the 
same Holy Spirit who inspired the writing to reveal this in the reading. 
Now let Jesus put his peace and his joy and his faith in you the way he was doing 
this for his disciples that fateful night. 
30-31: “I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He 
has no claim on me, but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world 
may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.” They have been in the 
upper room after the last supper. Now he makes his move toward the garden of 
Gethsemane where he would be arrested and taken away to die. But first! 
Belief:  29: “And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take 
place you may believe.” 
In addition to all the things Jesus had done, healings, raising the dead, feeding the 
multitudes, he adds this; extrapolation too, so once remembered or taught will 
promote trust (belief). 
I tell you in advance to make clear who’s in charge. It isn’t Judas or the Pharisees, or 
Pilate. It isn’t the soldiers, or even Satin. Nobody takes my life from me (John 10:18). 
John opened the chapter with the words “Do not let you hearts be troubled. Trust in 
God, trust also in me.” here at the end of vs. 27 he repeats “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled,…”He is saying yet again Trust me!!! I shared recently at the internment for 
Linda that this is actually the image of a groom who is only going away to prepare 
everything for His bride to join him. 
Joy: 28: “You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you 
loved me, you would have (joy) rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the 
Father is greater than I.” And in the wedding imagery, Father tells the Son when to 
go and retrieve his Bride.   
If you love me, have joy, because Father will send me back for you. So if you can 
forget the image the world wants to leave on you, that the devil killed him, and rather 
let the  H.S. remind you and teach you this was an engagement parting, because 
Jesus was in charge not Satin.   
Therefore have Peace: Finally, 27: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, and do not 
be afraid.” 
 The opposite of Peace or maybe the absence of peace would be fear. In the last 
hours Jesus is leaving us with a message to be fear-less and peace-full. He wants 
his people now, to be free from fretfulness. 
The kind of peace that the world gives is usually based upon making our 
surroundings better. If the world can take away our troubles by: Social Security, 
Medicare, Medicaid, insurance, assurances and retirement accounts, that’s the 
world’s peace of mind. But there are always gaps in the coverages. 
Jesus “Not as the world gives do I give to you.” This means that his peace is not 
based on circumstances. I am sharing with you my peace. I am bringing you into my 
peace, based upon greater understanding. 



The world says  you are getting ready to go to  your death, Jesus said I’m getting 
ready to go to my father! 
They want to kill Jesus. And He has Perfect peace he knows he will soon be with 
Father. But first he must stop by the cross, where he will satisfy justice, and secure 
our forgiveness, and this should bring us into the peace Jesus is describing. 
These things were written so you might believe: Do you believe that anyone could 
face imamate danger with no regard for themselves but only the wellbeing of others 
at the forefront of their heart? This is what Jesus did, and is what he left as a legacy 
and example for us as well. 
So what? Do you view your departure from here, mostly as a bad thing or regardless 
of how that comes about, as mostly an exciting new beginning, with our 
Lord?  That’s peace that passes understanding of  the World! 
	


